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"After more than three decades of work in preventive medi-
cine and public health, the opportunity has arisen, in con-
nection with a year's visit to America, to take a panoramic
view of public health in England, of the progress which has
been secured, of the factors which have impeded progress,
and of the pressing desiderata for more efficient future
action." This, from the preface, indirectly sums up the scope
of the book. It is made up of addresses delivered during the
author's year in this country as lecturer on public health
administration at the new School of Hygiene and Public
Health of Johns Hopkins University. These addresses,
delivered in various parts of the United States, form a his-
torical review of practically the whole subject of public health
and preventive medicine. The subjects are: "Public Health
Progress in England during the Last Fifty Years" ; "His-
torical Development of Public Health Policy in England";
"The Increasing Socialization of Medicine"; "The Medical
Aspects of Insurance Against Sickness"; "Some Problems of
Preventive Medicine of the Immediate Future" ; "The Inter¬
Relation of Various Social Efforts"; "The Obstacles to and
Ideals of Health Progress" ; "Some Aspects of Poverty" ;
"The Causation of Tuberculosis and the Measures for Its
Control in England," and "Child Welfare Work in England."
The author's direct contact with public health work in Eng¬
land for a third of a century qualifies him to speak as an
authority, and his intimate knowledge of conditions in this
country, gained from personal observations, enables him to
present his subjects to Americans as would not otherwise be
the case. A book made up of miscellaneous addresses on
related subjects usually contains much repetition of the same
thoughts or facts, if not of verbiage. This criticism does not
apply here; on the contrary, if it were not stated in the foot¬
notes to the chapters that the addresses were delivered before
such-and-such an institution or society, the reader might
suppose that the material had been prepared for publication
in the form in which it appears : there is a logical sequence
of subjects. The book as a whole presents an account of the
developments of health legislation in England in all its
phases, of the mistakes that have been made, of the obstacles
that have been and are yet to be overcome ; in connection
with his account, the author incidentally criticizes or praises
what has been and is being accomplished in this country.While England has gone ahead in some respects, the United
States has taken the lead in others. The chapter on social¬
ization of medicine and that on health insurance contain facts
and opinions that will be of special interest to many in this
country at the present time. Evidently Sir Arthur, whilefavoring a certain form of health insurance, is of the opinionthat the way the matter is working out in England is satis¬factory neither to the medical profession nor to the insured.
The book is full of facts, of information and of suggestions
that make it of value to all in this country who are interested
in public health and preventive medicine.
The Lethal War Gases: Physiology and Experimental Treat-

ment. An Investigation by the Section on Intermediary Metabolism ofthe Medical Division of the Chemical Warfare Service at Yale Uni-versity under the Direction of Frank P. Underhill, Professor of Experi-mental Medicine, School of Medicine, Yale University. Published withthe Permission of the Director of the Chemical Warfare Service. Cloth.Price, $15. Pp. 309. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1920.
This is a companion volume to the report of Winternitz

from the same laboratory on the "Pathology of War Gas
Poisoning," reviewed in these columns, June 19, 1920. Dr.
Underhill takes up the study of the chief asphyxiating gases(chlorin, phosgen and chlorpicrin) used in the war, recount-ing the studies on their toxicology, and the treatment of theireffects, that were carried out under the section of the
medical division of the Chemical Warfare Service that wasunder his direction. These are given in the detail proper

for a final report of so important and extensive a piece of
investigation. While it is to be hoped that much of this
work will become merely of historical interest, yet intoxi-cation with irritating gases does occur in the pursuits of
peace, and the lessons learned in war may be of value here
as well as in other fields of medicine. The experimentalstudies with the asphyxiating war gases revealed that, among
many observed effects, one of the most important is a well
defined curve of changes in blood concentration, there being
an initial period of from five to eight hours of decrease in
concentration, followed by a stage of marked increase duringwhich most of the fatalities occur. With recovery, the curve
returns to slightly less than the normal concentration, whichis eventually regained. Fatalities are attributed to failingcirculation from concentration of the blood, rather than toasphyxia from the pulmonary edema, which had been the
prevailing explanation of the fatal action of war gases. A
system of treatment was developed on the bases of theseobservations, with the object of maintaining the blood con¬centration as near the normal figure as possible, by bleedingduring the early stage when the blood is diluted, and by injec¬tion of saline solution during the stage of concentration,together with judicious use of oxygen when the concentrationof the blood has been made as nearly normal as feasible.Although encouraging results were obtained in gassedanimals, this method was not applied in man, as it was devel¬oped just before the armistice.

Human Parasitology. With Notes on Bacteriology, Mycology,Laboratory Diagnosis, Hematology and Serology. By Damaso Rivas,B.S.Biol., M.S., M.D. Cloth. Price, $8. Pp. 715, with illustrations.Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders Company, 1920.

This book, which is one of the most extensive of the
numerous recent works on the topic, opens with a generalhistorical and biologic discussion, devotes separate parts to
protozoan, metazoan and vegetable parasites, and closes with
an appendix on gross and microscopic methods and technic,including hematology and serology. This feature of the workis new and will be welcomed by many; it might well havebeen developed more fully in its special relations to parasites.The work, as a whole, is fairly complete and up to date.Some features, however, will hardly commend themselves tomost students of the subject. Thus, the grouping of wormsaccording to organs inhabited may be defensible; but similartreatment of parasitic amebas leads to evident absurdities andits likely to mislead those not thoroughly familiar with theseparasites. The author states that it is his plan to follow therules of the International Commission on Zoological Nomen-clature, but the text departs widely and unnecessarily there-from. It shows also constant evidences of hasty and carelessproofreading, and the resulting errors are sure to trip upstudents in other fields who go to it for authoritative infor¬mation. It is unfortunate, that so much material has beentaken over bodily from other sources without a single wordof acknowledgment. Many of the best illustrations are appar¬ently reproduced from well-known authors, whose names arenot attached to the legends.

The Catarrhal Suppurative Diseases of the Accessory Sinusesof the Nose. By Ross Hall Skillern, M.D., Professor of Laryngology.Medico-Chirurgical College, Post-Graduate School, University of Penn-sylvania. Third edition. Cloth. Price, $6.00. Pp. 418, with 300 illus-trations. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1920.
Skillern's work needs no introduction to the Americanrhinologist, and the third edition will be welcomed by thisbranch of the profession. This well known work, encyclo-pedic in its scope, has been enlarged and brought up to dateby the incorporation in its text of new treatments and recentsurgical procedures that have proved of merit. The subjectmatter has been divided into two main divisions, the first

part, occupying fully one third of the text, taking up thegeneral considerations involved in the study of the accessorysinuses, and the second division a study of the individualsinuses in detail. The work is an ideal textbook for grad-uate study, and as a reference volume is doubtless the mostcomplete in the English language, the bibliography contain-ing nearly 600 titles of original sources.
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